Clostridium septicum can cause distant myonecrosis in patients with ovarian cancer.
A case report of lethal distant myonecrosis with gas gangrene is presented. Blood cultures and tissue biopsies revealed Clostridium septicum. The 55-year-old female patient presented with recurrent ovarian cancer of transitional cell type, initially diagnosed as FIGO IIb in January 2011, with hepatic metastasis and invasion of the ceacal wall. She underwent several operations, including partial bowel and liver resection in September 2011. Second-line therapy with topotecan three weekly was started in October 2011 while the patient was still in the hospital. During this chemotherapy, the patient revealed symptoms of severe pain and erythema of the skin. Within hours she died of sceptic shock after a debridement. The diagnosis was gas gangrene due to Clostridium septicum. Because it is a rare and severe disease and the time slot in which therapeutic measures can be taken is narrow, we discuss clinical symptoms and therapeutic options.